
Photo A Day Calendar 
Tutorial - Using Clipping Mask 

1. Our aim is to place our photograph taken on the 8th January into the calendar. We want it to 
take up the entire box that has the number 8 above it. First, we need to open the calendar 
template and the photo that you wish to input into the calendar in Illustrator. !

2. You will notice on the LAYERS tab in the bottom right corner that the different details of the 
design are on different layers. I have done this to try and make things a bit easier when 
entering images. Make sure you select the layer that says IMAGES 

3. COPY AND PASTE the chosen image into the template. You will notice it appears underneath 
the boxes and need to be resized. You can always move the IMAGES layer in the bottom right 
list above the BOXES layer to make the paste easier to see. 



!
4. When resizing your object make sure that you have the black arrow selected in your tool bar 

down the left hand side. If you do not adjust the layers you notice the image disappears 
behind the boxes but you can still see the path where it is selected. 

5. Once you are happy that your image is roughly the right size hold down the shift key on your 
keyboard and select the box above the image (where you want the image to go). This should 
highlight the paths for both the image and box. 

6. Once both objects are selected go to OBJECT - CLIPPING MASK - MAKE. Click on Make. 



7. You should now see you image has been cut to the size of your box. If you are not entirely 
happy with the framing of your image, you can still move it around using the black arrow in 
you tools on the left hand side. 

8. Keep going until you have entered all your photos into the calendar. Remember to SAVE so 
that you don’t loose all your hard work. You should end up with something like this:


